
Findings and Recommendations 

KEY FINDING #1 
Th-i::1 s.copi;, or PCB h.:niardi;; in school~ in tbe Unit~ States i~ l ikely wid-$spr:e<Sid, pot,en'!kifi;' i1':lffe-ci ing 
up tei 30% of th® ~,d,ot,h:~ied p;;::.pu!atkm, but it Ls d!fticun to q uantify !he B:i<:tx,sure from tho v0dety 

of potential sem·ce,'$ c.I PC8s, 1he cases of potential PCB haz.irdc in ~d1ools provided by EPA reveal a variery of 

different sources of PCB contamination . 

'Ihe Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Acr (AHERA) re~1uires detailed record-keeping of asbestos hazards 

in schools. Rernrds must be kepl at each school and school a.uthorit-y, including details of inspecdon dates, plans for 

inspenfons, the .locations c,f usbestos-cont.nining building mate.rir,ls within n school, meaSllT<:S taken c◊ reduce asbestos 

exposure, any analysis on materials in rhe school, and ways in which workers, teachers, stud en ts or their legal guardians have 

been notified about inspection and response activities.2.J No wch rec0rdkeeping or reporting rehted to PCB hnz:u:ds in 

schools is required of schools, states or EPA. '\'\lhile the total number of schools that contain PCBs in decades··old building 

matc-rials may exceed 25.000, then.· has been no effort to survq school systems or develop a comprehensi;re estimate of 

the scope of potential PCB hazards in schools. 

A Harvard School of Public Health srudy14 estirna.tes that the number of schools wi th PCBs in caulk is between 

12,960 and 25,920, and the average number of students per school is mughly 550 smdtnts, according to the Naciomd 

Center for Education Statistics25 • Consequently, betw-een 7-14 mil.lion students acro"s the United States, acrnunting for up 

to 30% of the elementary and secondary school population, may be e.-xposed to PCBs through their ,chool environment. 

lhis calculation relie upon an estimate of the number of sd1ools built o r renovated from 1950 and 1979, and the exact 

number is not known. In additiot1, it does not take into account chool wi.th PCB·· contain.ing fl.uores<:ent light baifo t or 

other PCB-containing materials, which could add to the numbers of potenti ally impacted schools and stL1dents. 

The bst fi:-deral government survey of chool infrastruchlre was completed more thm1 20 year~ ago,21' and the 2013 

Report Card f.zit America's Infrastructure by the Ameri c,m Socie,y of C i.vi! Enginee:rs gives .A.merica's schools ,1 grade of 

"D+."l\llore than half of A.rnerica's sdJoo!s ·were built to eduar.e the Baby Boomers generntion, and subsrnntial repairs and 

upgrades are needed to provide a modem and safe learning environmem fix aJl stuclents.' 7 

Accord ing to material, Senator ·Markey's staff requested from EPA, there have been 286 cases flf PCB ha7..1rds in 

schools i.n 20 tare, across thou ands of school bujldings in the past tell years (Table 1 on page 11 and Attachment 1). 

Some ca,;es involved single leaking fluorescent light balhst in a classroom, while the most significant were remediation 

proje rs for the h-trgcst school districts in the nation. 'foe vast majority of the case dealr with PCB-· conta.i.nin,r,;- caulk. 

Additional PCB hazards identified in the -records provided by EPA induded m il, paint, adhe~ive, and window glazing. 
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Cases* States 

Region 1 186 5 (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI) 
Region 2 15 2 (NY, NJ) 

Region 3 T 2+DC (MD, WV, DC) 

Region 4 (GA) 

Region 5 (IN, OH) 

Region 6 i 
··-····-····- ···-

?.·-·-·····-····- (NE, ... MO)·····-····- ···-·-·····-····- ···-·-·····-····- ···-·-·····-····- ···-·-·····-····- ···-·-·····-····- ···-·-···· Region 7 
··-···-·-···-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-· ··-·-····-····-·-···-·-···· 

2 
Region 8 0 0 

····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···-·-····-····-·-···· 
Region 9 2 1 

··-·····-····-····-·-·····-····-····-·-·····-····-····-· ····-····-····-·-·····-····1-····-·-·····-····-····'··-······-'-····-·····-···············-····-·-·····-····-····-·-·····-····-····-·-·····-····-·······-······-····-·····-···············-····-·-···· 
Region 10 69 4 (AK, ID, OR, WA) 

,,;; fl ca.re is d€jht.etias a J>CB-i,1,voiuitr.g htciilnit as reporttd by the 1::;P/.1, •wlitth rauges~,fro.'n a .'"-·/ugle dasJroo,n ta a dry-'i.!.t•ideor 

sthool districi-v..1irle acli(il!.! 7h fjohn RI(t'~•i1tedy Ct1ller 'iiJar tni:itakLn(,, added l~y the EPil. to the li:ii and i> uat cov.J?.ted in thiJ ttJia/. 

f. j' ()rte C({SI' ·was 7-!.Jm·hed iill l~Jt both Rrgions .5 ar1d 10, so on(t,• 3 .-ares Ji;,· Region S v.1etr geogriJ.i.t>hi.:ai'J.1 <JJi::hh: i(~[ivu S. 

Hlt:.COMMEN0,4Ti0N ,ii : 'lhe EPA should survey school systems n,itionwide and update its 

re.cords to better assess the scope of potential PCB h azards in schools. The Asbestos Hazard 

Emergency Response Act (J\l IERA) s.hould be amended to .require recordkeeping by state and 

local educati.o.nal ageucies of testing for, response to, an.d remediation of PCH hazards in sdwol.s 

to be submitted to and approved by appropriate state oflicials, and shortld also require starus 

reports from each state to the EPA both for asbestos and PCB hazards at least every ten years. 

KEY FINDING #2 
8-ec~us1--, thOt\~ iis no fOPlen,~ rc-q~trcmcrlt fm the lnsp,oci:kX'< of f ,Chtg)l s for PC~1 ha1.:twds in JS~h<0ds ;n'M.'J 
111 n·-ia,-,st ci,~s no atate,.,,leve~ requ lrement(; er ievfH' pobhe!y-~v;ai!iabl~ gu~dm,c~ i(lll' t&-'Jlt!ng or ins.peet:tions 
tor PCB hl~:tliln:is, l,Chrn.)~S n'ft&n l!lflpe~ti· to !e-.':lrt~ of PCS h&;i:1m:fa by d h,H'g;,u;, imd lt it th,asf<·,dore Hk~ly th~tt 
oor::Htii"'.imil casat!i ot PCB ha2&:rds rern~in 1mdet0ctett 

'Ihere is no federal requirement for testing or inspectio1t of schools for PCB hazards. Inspections for asbestos, by 

comparison, are required to be conducted by an accredited inspector under AHER.A.28 at least every three. years. Additionally, 

under AHERA. schods art' also responsible for documenting exactly where asbestos is located v,:itlun. school buildings, 

while no such documentation is req_uired for PCB··co ntaining materials in schools. 

'Ihe EPA provides gi1idance on "Ho·w to test for PCBs and characterize suspect m,tterials,"29 but states do not appear 

to require the use of these materials. A survey conducted by Senator Markcy's staff of the infonnation publicaily available 
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